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so impressed with the duty of belonging
to a Church consistent and positive in the
statement of its nature and claims that he
took Rome at its own estimate. There must,
he thought, be a Church such as he desired,
Rome claimed to be that Church, and no other
made the same exclusive claim. Therefore, to
the loss of all old associations and friendships,
he made his sacrifice and became a Roman
Catholic in 1845. He had many followers.

But in working his way to his new position
he had made a momentous discovery. He
had started as a convinced conservative.
Truth was to be tested by the past. The
ancient Councils were no more to be criticized
than the infallible Bible, and the Fathers
were to be treated with profound respect,
Yet obviously the modern Church of Rome had
departed widely from that standard. It was
a chief delight of Anglican controversialists
to taunt Rome with these discrepancies,,
and Newman had been active in the task.
He had now to find a reason to justify him
for recanting, and he found it in development.
Doctrinal truth, he now argued, is not un-
changeable. New light is thrown upon it,
and additions are made to it with the progress
of time ; the test of them is their consistency
(not their identity) with a former revelation.